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TWIN CITIES INVITED TO GREENHOUSE TOURS THIS EARTH DAY 
AT LAKEWOOD CEMETERY 

 

A Behind-The-Scenes Look at the Cemetery’s Gardening Operations and History 
 

MINNEAPOLIS, March 29, 2017—Lakewood Cemetery invites the public to tour its greenhouses for 
the first time this Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. These guided tours offer an 
opportunity for people of all ages to catch a rare, behind-the-scenes glimpse of Lakewood’s elaborate 
gardening operations.  
 
Lakewood is one of a few remaining cemeteries in the United States with a major greenhouse 
operation. In the early 1900s, Lakewood was once the largest floral wholesaler in the city of 
Minneapolis. As part of its operations, the cemetery housed and maintained six large greenhouses, 
each longer than a football field. During World War II, however, the cemetery’s greenhouse 
operations were reduced due to a shortage of labor and supplies, and in the 1970s, an energy crisis 
forced many greenhouse operations across the country to close.  
 
Rather than close at this time, Lakewood planned for the long-term and switched to more sustainable 
options. Today Lakewood operates two greenhouses, where flowers are grown and prepared for 
planting. Lakewood’s greenhouses remain one of the largest cemetery greenhouse operations in the 
country, with 95,000 flowers planted annually. Numerous beautiful flowerbeds can be found 
throughout the grounds, as well unique topiary creations. The greenhouse still has a tradition of 
selling fresh flowers, potted plants, and seasonal arrangements for placement on graves in the 
cemetery. 
 
As Lakewood’s spring planting season approaches in May, guests who register for a tour will have the 
unique opportunity to see the greenhouses during the most busy and vibrant time of year. They can 
learn more about the history of Lakewood’s greenhouse operations, as well as how Lakewood 
maintains the natural beauty of its 250 acres today. After the tour, attendees can put their green 
thumbs to work by planting their own potted plant arrangement to bring home. 
 
“Lakewood’s gardens have been an integral part of the cemetery since its founding in 1871,” says Ron 
Gjerde, Jr., president of the Lakewood Cemetery Association. “We pay meticulous attention to 
Lakewood’s landscape, as it has been a key part of creating an atmosphere of beauty, tranquility, 
celebration and remembrance for all who visit. Lakewood was created based on the ‘rural’ or ‘garden’ 
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cemetery movement of the late nineteenth century, with the grounds serving as both a space for 
memorial celebration and as a picturesque park and garden area. We are proud that this tradition of 
natural beauty continues today, and we are excited to welcome the public to register for an event in 
the greenhouse for the first time.”  
 
Event details 

 Due to space constraints in the greenhouse, guests must register to take the tour; several tour 
times are offered 

 Guests can register for a tour at Lakewood’s homepage: www.LakewoodCemetery.com 

 Free event is open to all, with an optional $5 donation requested at time of tour 

 Parking available within Lakewood Cemetery 

 Tours are 20-30 minutes in duration, departing every half hour. Planting activity takes place in 
the greenhouse immediately following each tour. 

 
 
Founded in 1871, Lakewood Cemetery is a nonprofit, perpetual care cemetery association governed by 
a board of trustees. The cemetery exists to preserve the memory of life and share its beautiful 
landscape, rich history and artistic treasures with the community. Lakewood’s entrance is located at 
Hennepin Avenue and 36th Street. The cemetery is open to the public every day. 
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